ROBESPIERRE
run. The supporters of the old regime took it so, and
began an insidious campaign of slander. It was even
thought that he had overstepped the bounds sufficiently
to justify legal action against him. His friends rallied to
his support and now openly presented him as a candi-
date, while he came out with a second pamphlet, in
which, without mentioning any names (a favourite
method of his whether praising or blaming), he tried to
guide the suffrages of the electors towards men he him-
self favoured.
The election in Artois was indirect, three times re-
moved. There were some stormy sessions of the elec-
tors, during which he spoke repeatedly and in a manner
somewhat irritating to the governor of the province.
Each province, besides choosing its representatives,
had to state its grievances and suggest reforms—the
famous cahiers. The nobility and clergy of Artois de-
clared themselves willing, as their contribution towards
the new era, to abandon certain of their privileges.
News of this having reached the Third Estate, some of
the delegates were seized with gratitude to the extent of
wishing to send a committee to thank the nobility and
clergy for their generosity and patriotism. Robespierre
arose and caustically remarked that he saw no reason
why people should be thanked for offering to abandon
abuses of which they had been guilty. This is quite
characteristic of him and helps us to understand his
apparent ingratitude towards the bishop. Enough of
the delegates were, however, in sympathy with his
attitude to permit him to be elected fifth in the list of
eight.
He gave a further demonstration of unconvention-
ality at a banquet the leading citizens of Arras tendered
to the deputies elect. Among those drafted to serve at
table was a poor cobbler and handy-man by the name of
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